
 

 

 

Afterschool WORKS in September 

September brings the beginning of the school year 
and the end of the 2017 fiscal year. As we celebrate 
Labor Day this month, it is important to reflect on the 
positive effects afterschool has on the economy. 
Increased parent work productivity, time for students 
to explore their potential and unique, innovative 
curriculum are some of the many ways Afterschool 
Works for Missouri. 

Legislative Advocacy in September 

The end of the current fiscal year is October 1st, 
meaning Congress will have to pass a budget before 
then to maintain smooth government operations. In 
mid-March, President Trump proposed a plan which 
eliminates more than a billion dollars in funding for 
21st Century Community Learning Centers. In May, 
he released a more detailed version of the plan, but 
maintained the federal cuts to afterschool programs. 

We have received some positive signs from Congress 
since, in their increasing spending for afterschool in 
the FY 2017 plan, but now, as a new budget moves 
through the House, we are once again looking at 
substantial cuts—to the tune of $191 million. As the 
budget makes its way through Congress, it is vital that 
we continue reaching out to our representatives in 
Congress to ensure funds for 21st CCLC and 
afterschool programs are maintained. 

Attending town hall meetings and constituent events 
is a great way to speak personally about the benefits 
of afterschool for you and your family. You can also 
connect with your representatives through phone 
calls, emails and letters is the best way for them to 
understand the benefits of afterschool. 

Local Advocacy in September 

To support our advocacy efforts, we are encouraging 
afterschool leaders to share how your program 
fosters academic involvement and leads to brighter 
futures. If your program provides a safe environment 
for kids to explore learning, access to STEM related 
education, or time to build soft skills, share your 
stories with us! 

We would be happy to help set up a meeting with 
your local representative! It is a great way to discuss 
the benefits of afterschool for your community and 
make personal connections with the program.  

Activities for Youth and Parents 

Banned Books Week is an event that annually falls on 
the last week in September, this year beginning the 
24th and ending the 30th. Celebrate the power of 
reading and the value of free and open access to 
information by looking back at the list of most 
frequently opposed books and teaching your kids 
about the value of reading in society. 

Staying Connected via Social Media  

Share how your program is preparing youth for the 
workforce this month using the #AfterschoolWorks 
hashtag.  
 
Don’t forget to follow us @MO_Afterschool on 
Twitter and look for the Missouri AfterSchool 
Network on Facebook!  

Read more on the Missouri Afterschool Advocate blog: 
http://moafterschooladvocate.wordpress.com 

Upcoming Dates to Remember: 

9/21/17- Next Quarterly Meeting in Columbia 

Next Month: 

10/26/17- Lights On Afterschool  


