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Matthew Gillardi 

Program Name: Francis Howell School District Vacation Sta-

tion—Castlio Elementary 

Years in the field: 1.5 years 

Activities he leads: Coach for Moving Forward (annual 5k 

Race), Homework Club, Special Activities during school breaks 

Favorite events throughout the year: Field trips during the sum-

mer, Moving Forward, Working with my home group, and gym 

time with the kids. 

As Assistant Program Coordinator, Matt is asked to take on many different roles on any 

given day and always gives 110% in everything he does. He is a such a positive person 

and his attitude is contagious. During a recent snow incident, one parent was over an 

hour and a half late picking up their child due to a snow storm. I knew Matt had asked to 

leave early that evening but due to the weather situation he had to stay. He did not com-

plain- not even once. The child we stayed with never got any inkling of negativity sur-

rounding her situation. And when she asked if she could have a Disco Dance Party, Mr. 

Matt did not hesitate a beat to go get the Disco Light, Speaker and Music to set it up for 

her. Nor did he show any sign of frustration when her parent walked in not one minute af-

ter he finished setting it all up for her. He calmed the parent's anxiety at picking up late, 

facilitated a smooth transition for the family as they were leaving and then put away the 

Disco Dance party. All with a smile and kind word as he did.  

-Paige Beck, Program Coordinator & nominator 

Why Matthew loves his job: 

I enjoy working in my program, because we are a com-

munity. We have a large group of students whom I get to 

see on a daily basis. My fellow staff members are depend-

able, hardworking and enthusiastic about their work. I 

love working in an afterschool program because I have 

the opportunity to see the kids outside a traditional class-

room setting. I see true personalities of children who enjoy 

participating in activities, crafts, and bettering themselves. 

Matthew Gillardi (above) 

takes pride in helping the 

youth in his program eve-

ry day afterschool and in 

the summer! 


